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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 7/7/04 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive 
in regard to claims 1, 4 and 5. Applicant's arguments, see pages 10-12, filed on 7/7/04, with 
respect to claims 2 and 3 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The U.S.C. 102(e) 
rejections of claims 2 and 3 have been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gowda et aL, US 6,628,333. 

In regard to claim 1, Gowda et al., US 6,628,333, discloses a printer-incorporated 
electronic still camera (see figure 1) comprising an imaging device (see figure 1, element 
1 10), a memory (see figure 1, element 1 12), a printing device (see figure 1, element 1 14), 
a display device (see figure 1, element 1 16), and a mode selection device (see figure 1, 
element 200) for switching over the still camera between a photography mode for 
converting optical images into electronic image signals through the imaging device and 
storing the image signals in the memory (see column 2, lines 30-33), a reproduction mode 
for displaying still images on the display device based on the image signals read out from 



Application/Control Number: 09/705,721 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2615 

the memory (see column 2, lines 36-37), a print mode for printing the displayed still 
image on a recording medium (see column 2, lines 33-35), and a setup mode for setting 
up many kinds of setup items of the still camera (see column 5, line 55 to column 6, line 
5 and column 6, lines 26-3 1), wherein the setup items are sorted into a plurality of 
groups, and the display device displays the setup items of one group at a time in the setup 
mode (see column 6, lines 13-25). 

When the camera provides for menu driven selection, the camera would provide 
at least two menu groups. The first group is a menu of camera functions (R, A, E, P, and 
#) that are buttons in the other embodiments are displayed on the display screen. The 
second group is a menu of image processing functions that would be required to select 
the functions which may include adjustment of hue, brightness, contrast, and red-eye 
removal. Since there are two display screens, two sets of display menu groups are 
provided. 

In regard to claim 4, Gowda et al., US 6,628,333, discloses a printer-incorporated 
electronic still camera as claimed in claim 1 , further comprises a detection device 
(electrical connection for power source 138) for detecting whether or not the recording 
medium is loaded in the still camera (see column 6, lines 51-54), and a control device 
(see figure 1, element 118) for controlling the display device to display a group of setup 
items that relate to the photography mode initially if the still camera is not loaded with 
the recording medium when the setup mode is selected, or a group of setup items that 
relate to the print mode initially if the still camera is loaded with the recording medium 
when the setup mode is selected. 



Application/Control Number: 09/705,72 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2615 

The electrical connection between the power source integrated in the film 
cartridge and the camera provides a detection signal to the camera to determine whether 
or not the recording medium is loaded. It is inherent that the camera will remain in 
photography mode and not allow the user to print if there is no film cartridge and when 
there is a cartridge, the camera will switch to print mode when it is selected. 

In regard to claim 5, Gowda et al., US 6,628,333, discloses a printer-incorporated 
electronic still camera as claimed in claim 4, wherein the recording medium is a 
self-development type photo film sheet (see figure 5B), and the still camera is provided 
with a pack loading chamber for loading a film pack that contains a plurality of said 
photo film sheets therein (see figure 4C, printer slot), wherein the detection device 
(electrical connection for power source 138) is located in the pack loading chamber to 
detect whether the film pack is loaded or not (see column 6, lines 51-54). 
3. Claims 1, 8, 9, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ohmori, US 5,790,193. 

In regard to claim 1, Ohmori, US 5,790,193, discloses a printer-incorporated 
electronic still camera (see figure 9) and the method for using the camera comprising an 
imaging device (see figure 9, element 12), a memory (see figure 9, element 84), a 
printing device (see figure 9, element 108 and column 6, lines 9-13), a display device (see 
figure 9, element 28), and a mode selection device (see figure 10 A and B, element 36) 
for switching over the still camera between a photography mode for converting optical 
images into electronic image signals through the imaging device and storing the image 
signals in the memory (see column 4, lines 1-14), a reproduction mode for displaying still 
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images on the display device based on the image signals read out from the memory (see 
column 5, lines 63-65), a print mode for printing the displayed still image on a recording 
medium (see column 6, lines 9-13), and a setup mode for setting up many kinds of setup 
items of the still camera (see column 6, lines 5-6), wherein the setup items are sorted into 
a plurality of groups, and the display device displays the setup items of one group at a 
time in the setup mode (see figure 10 A and B and column 5, lines 55-60). 

In regard to claims 8 and 14, Ohmori, US 5,790,193, discloses a 
printer-incorporated electronic still camera and method for using the camera as claimed 
in claim 1 and 9, respectively, further comprising a detection device (see figure 9, 
element 58) for detecting whether or not the recording medium is loaded in the still 
camera (column 4, lines 35-40 and 54-65), and a control device for controlling the 
display device to display one group of setup items of a plurality of groups (see column 5, 
line 60 to column 6, line 9), depending on whether the still camera is loaded with the 
recording medium when the setup mode is selected (The display displays a group of setup 
items for the selection buttons when connected to the memory card interface (58) and 
different groups of setup items are displayed when different modes are used). 

In regard to claim 15, Ohmori, US 5,790,193, discloses a printer-incorporated 
electronic still camera (see figure 9) and the method for using the camera comprising an 
imaging device (see figure 9, element 12), a memory (see figure 9, element 84), a 
printing device (see figure 9, element 108 and column 6, lines 9-13), a display device (see 
figure 9, element 28), and a mode selection device (see figure 10 A and B, element 36) 
for switching over the electronic camera to one of a plurality of modes (see column 5, 
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lines 63 to column 6, line 12), wherein the plurality of mode comprises a setup mode for 
setting up a plurality of setup items of the electronic camera (see column 6, lines 5-6), 
wherein the plurality of setup items are sorted into a plurality of groups, and the display 
device displays only one of the plurality of groups at a time in the setup mode (see figure 
10 A and B and column 5, lines 55-60). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6, 10, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ohmori, US 5,790,193, in view of Everett, Jr., US 4,600,319. 

Regarding claims 6 and 10, Ohmori, US 5,790,193, discloses a 
printer-incorporated electronic still camera and method for using the camera as claimed 
in claims 1 and 9, respectively. The Ohmori reference discloses changing the setup menu 
options depending on the available modes (see figure 10 A and B and column 5, lines 61- 
63 and column 6, lines 6-9) The Ohmori reference does not disclose comprising an 
acceleration sensor and a device forjudging by signals from the acceleration sensor, 
wherein the device forjudging controls the display device to display one group of setup 
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items of the plurality of groups, depending on a stability of the still camera when the 
setup mode is selected. 

Everett Jr., US 4,600,3 19, discloses a printer with a vibration and/or shock 
sensing means or acceleration sensor that temporarily interrupts the operation of the 
printer when the sensor detects a level beyond a predetermined value (see column 2, lines 
6-10). The print data is temporarily stored in a buffer and the print head location is saved 
so that when the level falls back below the threshold, the printing can resume where it left 
off to insure reliable printing (see column 2, lines 10-24). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time of invention 
to have been motivated to modify Ohmori, US 5,790,193, in view of Everett Jr., US 
4,600,3 19, to have a vibration/shock detector or acceleration sensor, wherein the device 
forjudging controls the display device to display one group of setup items of the plurality 
of groups, depending on a stability of the still camera when the setup mode is selected in 
order to provide reliable printing operation while precluding the loss of data as taught by 
Everett, Jr. (see column 3, lines 62-67). 

In regard to claim 11, Ohmori, US 5,790,193, in view of Everett Jr., US 
4,600,319, discloses the method of claim 10. The Everett reference discloses the stability 
is motion stability (see column 2, lines 10-24). 
6, Claims 7 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ohmori, US 5,790,193, in view of Umeda et aL, 5,920,342. 

In regard to claims 7 and 13, Ohmori, US 5,790,193, discloses a 
printer-incorporated electronic still camera and method for using the camera as claimed 
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in claims 1 and 9, respectively. The Ohmori reference discloses changing the setup menu 
options depending on the available modes (see figure 10 A and B and column 5, lines. 61- 
63 and column 6, lines 6-9) The Ohmori reference does not disclose comprising a lens 
shielding device for shielding a lens of the imaging device from external light, and a 
detection device for detecting whether or not the lens is shielded by the lens shielding 
device, and a control device for controlling the display device to display one group of 
setup of a plurality of groups, depending on whether lens is shielded when the setup 
mode is selected. 

Umeda et al, US 5,920,342, discloses a camera with a lens cap and lens cap 
detector that sends a warning to the display for the convenience of the user to decrease 
wrong use (see column 9, lines 46-54 and column 11, lines 9-16). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time of invention 
to modify Ohmori, US 5,790,193, in view of Umeda et al., US 5,920,342, to have a 
shielding device or lens cover and a detection device to detect when the lens cover is 
attached and send a warning message to the display as well as have a control device for 
controlling the display device to display one group of setup of a plurality of groups, 
depending on whether lens is shielded when the setup mode is selected, so that faulty 
pictures would not be taken, in order to provide a convenience to the user as taught by 
Umeda. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
7. Claims 2, 3, and 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, the Gowda, Ohmori and Umeda references do not 
disclose displaying a print menu or a photography menu in accordance to the stability of 
the camera. 

Regarding claim 3, the Gowda, Ohmori, and Everett references do not disclose 
displaying a group of setup items relating to print mode or a group of setup items relating 
to photography mode in accordance with whether or not the lens is shielded when setup 
mode is selected. 

Examiner's Reply 

The applicants assert that the references cited in the rejections lacks the following: 

1) a mode selection device as claimed in claiml ; 

2) a display device which displays the setup items of one group at a time in the 
setup mode as claimed in claim 1 ; 

3) a detection device and control device as claimed in claim 4. The Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. 

Re 1) The Gowda reference discloses a mode selection device (see figure 1, element 200 and 
column 6, lines 13-25). The selection of the (R) or (A) functions from the menu by the mode 
selection device switches the camera from photography mode to reproduction mode to display 
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previously stored image on the display (see column 5, lines 55-63). The selection of the (P) 
function switches the camera from the reproduction mode to the print mode to print the displayed 
images (see column 5, lines 55-64). By displaying the menu with the camera options the can be 
selected by the selection device, the camera provides for a setup mode (see column 6, lines 13- 
19). It is noted that the applicants admit the pointing device 200 is used to select one of the 
above functions related to the manipulation on images within a particular mode and not to select 
a particular mode (see amendment : page 9, lines 6-8). It is also noted that the claim does not 
state the menu discloses a mode such as photography mode, a reproduction mode, a print mode, 
or a setup mode nor does is claim the selection device selects a particular mode and any 
arguments regarding this point are irrelevant. Therefore, the Gowda reference discloses a mode 
selection switch that switches between a photography mode, reproduction mode, print mode, and 
setup mode. 

Re 2) The Gowda reference discloses that the camera provides for menu driven selection and at 
least two menu groups would be provided by the camera. The first group is a menu of camera 
functions (R, A, E, P, and #) that are buttons in the other embodiments are displayed on the 
display screen (column 6, lines 13-25). The second group is a menu of image processing 
functions that would be required to select the functions which may include adjustment of hue, 
brightness, contrast, and red-eye removal see column 6, lines 26-3 1). One or both of the display 
screens can display one of the selection menus. Therefore, the Gowda reference discloses a 
display device that displays the setup items of one group at a time in the setup mode. 
Re 3) The Gowda reference discloses a power source (134) in the camera for powering camera 
operations (see column 6, lines 49 and 50). Therefore, the inherency of the camera remaining in 
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photography mode if there is no cartridge is supported and the limitations of claims 4 are 
disclosed. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 703-305-8623. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/705,721 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2615 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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